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Thank you for taking time to look through our profile book. We pray that through these
pages you will see our hearts for you and your child. We are so excited by the thought of
coming alongside you in loving your precious baby!
You are strong, brave, and selfless in this act alone. We pray you find comfort and clarity
and peace in the midst of the decisions that you face. We have immense admiration for
you. The love you have for your child is so great. We share in your love as well. If chosen,
we would be so excited to give your child all of our love, and express your love as well.

Our Story
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In late 2009, I was the best man at one of my high school friend’s weddings. I was
“forced to” walk down the aisle with this girl named Elyce. As much as Elyce may
not admit it, there was a definite connection right away. Elyce and I started to date
about 2 or 3 months after meeting each other. It was difficult because Elyce and I
lived two states apart. We could only see each other on the weekends and only for a
couple hours at a time. After a few months of dating, Elyce and I would talk to each
other on the phone almost every night for an hour or longer. I knew that I wanted
to talk with Elyce and see Elyce as much as I could. In March of 2011, I asked Elyce
to marry me.

“AS TIME GOES ON, LIFE
SEEMS TO JUST GET
SWEETER AND SWEETER.”
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Joe came to my apartment for a long weekend. He had a diaper box with a coat
I had been admiring inside. I tried it on and he told me to check out the pockets.
Inside one pocket was a beautiful ring. He dropped to one knee and asked to spend
life with me. Of course I said yes.
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We had a smaller wedding with our families and closest friends. Our siblings stood
up with us at the wedding. We had the best time taking pictures, smiling, and
celebrating together. I will never forget Joe’s face when he first saw me in my dress.
I always remember the ride from the church to the reception as well. We were in
the party bus with all our siblings, their significant others, and our two best friends.
We toasted champagne and sang and laughed the entire way. We went to Jamaica
for our honeymoon. It was a week of soaking in the sun, enjoying a break, and
celebrating together.

“ W E H AV E B E E N
MARRIED FOR 10 YEARS,
AND THE ADVENTURE IS
JUST BEGINNING.”

ADOPTION
AND OUR
H E A RT S
We made a conscious choice to grow
our family through adoption. When
we were dating, conversations about
children came up occasionally with me
usually expressing a desire to adopt. I
(Elyce) always knew that was the route I
wanted to take for creating a family.
Initially, we became licensed as foster
parents. Through foster parenthood,
we have experienced great joy and deep
sorrow. We have been involved with a
specific little girl for many years, and she
holds a very dear place in our hearts.
She currently lives with her family, but
has been in and out of our home over
the years. Although we miss her dearly,
we pray for her everyday. We pray that
the Lord would hold her close and that
her family would be built up to care for
her in the best way possible.
After our former foster daughter’s first
move in 2016, we began the adoption
process for the first time. After a long
wait, our daughter, Annika, came to us
in 2020.

We live life to its fullest!
W E E N J O Y R U N N I N G , C YC LI N G ,
H IK IN G, A N D J U S T TAKI N G WALKS
A R OU N D O U R TO W N .
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I love the way Elyce lets me be who I am and that Elyce loves me for who I am. (Elyce
doesn’t always laugh when I make a joke, but I know deep down she thinks it’s funny!).
Elyce is so kind, caring, thoughtful, and considerate. Elyce always puts family first in
everything that she does. Elyce is determined to always make sure everything is perfect,
no matter how small the detail, and that’s what I love about her. She is going to give it
her all in everything that she does.
Elyce is so great with Annika. She is always supporting, encouraging, and teaching Annika
every day. Laughing, giggling, and making Annika happy is Elyce’s biggest priority. No
doubt, this is exactly what Elyce will be doing with our next child. When we have our
nieces and nephews over, Elyce plans the day a week or two in advance to make sure
the kids have the best day ever. Again, Elyce is so thoughtful in every detail and wants to
make it an experience rather than just a normal day. (I love this trait about Elyce). Elyce
is going to continue to be an awesome mother to as many children as we adopt.

She is...
THOUGHTFUL
DETERMINED
D E D I C AT E D
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I am a school social worker. My co-workers
generally describe me as very efficient, hardworking, and dedicated. I have known some of
them for almost 3 years, so we are getting closer
and more personal. I work a school year schedule,
so I have my summers and most holidays off. I
would take time off with a new baby’s arrival, just
like I did for Annika. I was able to take time off that
went straight into my summer. We currently have
a sitter for our daughter. We have talked about me
working part time or taking some longer time off
for a second child.
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I am a very active person. I love to be outside, in most
weather, but my favorite season is summer. I love
to run, bike, and swim (and compete in triathlons).
I love to spend time with my siblings at the beach,
using the paddleboard or swimming. And I love
summer BBQs! I enjoy reading and tending to my
succulents. I have a few very close girlfriends that
I keep in close contact with. We enjoy catching up
over a cup of tea or a glass of wine. My very best
friend is a friend from high school, so we have a
long history to still laugh about together.

“ M Y P R AY E R F O R M Y
C H I L D R E N I S T H AT
THEY KNOW GOD’S
DEEP LOVE AND OURS
AS WELL.”

JOE

A CC O R D I N G TO
H I S W I F E

Joe is a very easygoing and light-hearted guy. Everyone loves Joe, for good reason.
He is very generous and caring. He always wants to share what he has, whether that
be his time, his gifts, or his possessions. Joe loves to laugh and spend time with people
he loves. He is very easy to get to know and spend time with. I love all these things
about him. He is such a good balance to my personality.
Joe is a wonderful father. He is constantly surprised by Annika’s achievements and
joyful about everything she does. He is a completely equal partner in her care, feeding
her, bathing her, putting her down for bed, entertaining her, everything. Joe easily
loves Annika with his whole heart.

He is...
EASY GOING
THOUGHTFUL
GENEROUS
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I am an operations manager of an Environmental
service company. I plan on using the 2 weeks of
paternity leave and possibly some of my vacation
time combined with it. I extremely enjoy the people I
work with, and they are all so supportive of adoption
for our family.
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I enjoy spending time with Elyce and our daughter.
I enjoy going on walks with them and bike rides. I
try to spend as much time as I can outside because I
can’t stand being inside all day long. I can play just
about any sport, but enjoy basketball and golf the
most. I have a group of friends from highschool that
I can call anytime and one of them is normally free
to do something!

“ M Y G R E AT E S T
P R AY E R F O R M Y
C H I L D R E N I S T H AT
THEY BELIEVE IN
JESUS AND THEY
COMMIT THEIR
LIFE TO HIM.”

Our

Daughter
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Annika (2) is a very happy, loving,
and energetic girl. She is very curious
about everything around her. She
loves to pretend play, sing, color, and
read books. Annika enjoys seeing
other kids and playing with them as
well. Her favorite things are Nemo,
blocks, books, and time with us.
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We found out we were matched in February 2020. We were able to meet the birth mother
ahead of Annika’s birth and came to the hospital after she was born. We took Annika home
from the hospital, overjoyed. It will never stop amazing us how selfless and loving Annika’s
birth mother was and still is. We are close and connected with her as well; she is deeply
connected as family.
We intentionally include Annika’s birth mother in our regular life. We text with her, sending
pictures and stories about Annika’s daily life. We also see her regularly, meeting up to celebrate
events or just go to the zoo together. We feel so strongly about Annika knowing where she
came from. We talk so highly of her birth mother and include her as our family. We will never
stop feeling so thankful and amazed that she chose us to care for and raise our beautiful girl.
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My parents are Larry and Vicki. I am the oldest of 6
kids. We currently have three nieces, one nephew, and
another niece or nephew on the way!
We are a very close family. We all live within a few hours
of each other, so we get together often to celebrate
birthdays and holidays. I also see my siblings regularly
individually or in small groups. It is very common for
us to text one another and just meet at our parents’
house to eat tacos and play games while the kids nap.
We love our nieces and nephews so much! Annika
loves playing with them, and we love seeing them as
well. We very much look forward to cousin sleepovers
and campouts in the future!

F A M I LY
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FAMILY

My parents are Pete and Jan. I have 3 brothers, Scott,
Cal, and Paul. Between the 3 brothers, there are 8
kids.
My dad and mom are such solid rocks for my family.
They have done a great job keeping us all so close and
realizing that we need each other. I see most of my
family at least once every other month but talk and
text with all of them regularly. I love getting together
with all of them and making new memories with
them.
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TIME
TOGETHER
As a family of 3, we strive to remain connected to our friends and family. This is generally
game nights, dinner together, and low key bonding activities. We spend time doing our own
activities like the zoo, walks, and playtime. Our time together is pretty relaxed! We include
Annika in as many of our activities as possible, such as cooking and baking, as well as activities
outside the house. We also get together with others, both family and friends.
We took a trip last summer to Florida, which we loved. We all enjoy the beach, so swimming,
digging in the sand, and finding seashells filled the entire week. We also really loved the
relaxed evenings of grilling and eating while the sun set.

Our Home
O U R

H O U S E

We live in a townhome. We have 3 bedrooms and 2.5
bathrooms. We have a full basement that is the toy
room and hang out area. We have a backyard deck
that we use as much as possible to relax on when the
weather is nice (BBQs, game nights, reading time).
T H E
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We also have a child swing that we set up in the best
tree right behind our house. It’s a perfect place to enjoy
the shade and look at the leaves on a hot summer day.
We also have pools at our clubhouse, which we use all
year.
H O W

W E

S PEN D

O U R

T I ME

We share love by spending time together. This looks
like reading books together before bed, playing board
games, having a movie night with popcorn, or simply
laughing together. These are the small things that
make the best memories.
O U R
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We live in a wonderful area. We love to walk around
our neighborhood, visiting the local coffee shop
or taking bike rides to the library. We have favorite
parks and playgrounds we enjoy as well. We live just
down the street from the hospital and highly rated
neighborhood schools. We try to incorporate diversity
into our lives as much as possible. We intentionally
chose a church with members of diverse racial
backgrounds and family make ups. We also surround
ourselves with supportive and loving people, friends,
and family who encourage our family growth.

OUR
FA I T H
We plan to raise our children
in the church. We intentionally
chose a church with diversity
in cultural and economic
backgrounds. Many families in
the church have also adopted.
We want our children to
know and feel Christ’s love
throughout their lives.
We value each other, we value
time together, and we value
living life for God. We believe
strongly in caring for our
friends and families. We also
value making sure we continue
educating ourselves to be better
spouses, parents, and people in
general.

We value being true to

our word and living out
what we believe.

EV E RYO N E I S V ERY
F O R AN O T H ER A D D I
O U R FA M I LY ! T H E Y
S U P PO RT I V E O F O U R

EX CI TE D
TI O N TO
A RE A L L
J O U R N E Y.
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We love our home and community, so we intend to stay here for the time being. We do hope
to take more regular vacations as our children grow.
EDUCATION

We will likely send our children to public school. We are strong believers in the public
school system and the opportunity of education for everyone. We want to invest in our
community and that includes the education system.
We would encourage our children to attend college, but not require it if their hopes and
dreams take them a different route. We will start a savings plan early on in their lives to help
support them in their endeavors.
“ W E A R E H O P E F U L A N D E A G E R T O S E E W H AT
L I E S A H E A D . W E W O U L D B E H O N O R E D T O H AV E
Y O U A S A PA RT O F T H I S J O U R N E Y ! ”

Our Parting Words
We want to thank you with our whole hearts for considering our family to raise and care
for your child. Thank you for weighing the options before you as you consider what might
be best for your child’s future. Simply considering an adoption plan is a great act of self
sacrifice. You are strong and brave and selfless. This is how we will think of you and talk
about you in our home.
Adoption is already a part of our journey with Annika. We are close to her birth mother.
We text, send pictures, and see each other from time to time. Annika knows her and loves
her. We do too. We never take for granted her strength and love. We never take for granted
this gift she gave us.
This is how we will speak of you as well. We are open to involving you as you want to be
included. We feel strongly that there can never be too many people loving a child!

Joe & Elyce

you are

so loved.

