Jaclyn & Alan

Hello

We are Alan and Jaclyn. We
appreciate you allowing us to
share a bit of our life with you.
In this book, you will learn more
about us, our current family, and
the family we hope to become.

How we Met
We met 14 years ago when we
were both in Graduate School.
With the help of some online
dating, we were able to find a
great match! We quickly bonded
through our common love of good
food, live music, games and
exploring new places. We have
since been together for 14 and
married for 10 years. While there
has been less time for travel lately,
we have matured into a caring and
committed couple. We have
celebrated joyous times like
graduating from school and the
birth and adoption of our son Jay.
We have also comforted each
other during hard times. Through it
all we have grown together.

Why we want
to adopt

Jaclyn and Alan love kids. Jaclyn
loves kids so much her past jobs
include daycare teacher and
pediatric therapist. We have been
lucky to have a family full of
children. Over the past 13 years,
we have welcomed 5 nieces and
nephews into our family. We have
loved playing with them and
watching them grow. Despite our
love of children, Jaclyn is unable
to have children due to a medical
fertility issue. In 2019, we were
able to welcome Jay into our
family through adoption. We have
loved being a family of 3.
However, we know we have more
love to give.

Meet Jaclyn
I grew up in a suburb of Houston,
Texas. Growing up in a single parent
household molded me into a born
helper. I took care of my younger
brother and helped my mom around
the house. I knew that I wanted to
be in a helping profession, so I went
to school to become an occupational
therapist. As an occupational
therapist, I have worked with people
of all ages, backgrounds, and
abilities. I loved working with my
patients, but knew I wanted to make
a bigger impact. So, I went back to
school again to become a researcher
and professor. Now I work at
University where I do research and
mentor students. I feel so lucky to
have a job that I love. I am also very
fortunate to have great benefits that
will allow me to take parental leave.
I have really enjoyed the flexible
schedule which has enabled me to
take Jay to Doctor's appointments
and attend fun pre-school events.
In my community, I am an active
volunteer and advocate for women,
children, families, and people with
disabilities. In my free time, I enjoy
going to the park with my family,
reading, running, and traveling.

Meet Alan

I grew up in St. Louis, MO with my
two older brothers surrounded by
extended family. Music has always
been a passion in my life, and I grew
up playing piano and clarinet. We
have a piano in our home, and I look
forward to bonding over teaching
and listening to music with future
generations. I went to University on a
music scholarship and also studied
Business and Engineering. Now I put
my skills to work leading teams as a
Project Manager. I help different
banks and credit card companies
develop new products. My job has
great benefits, including four months
of parental leave. I mostly work from
home, which makes it easier to have a
flexible schedule for family
responsibilities. I really enjoy cooking
and am the primary chef and baker
of the house. I love baking bread
specifically. In my free time I like to
go on walks with my family, garden,
run, and travel.

Meet Jay
We were so excited to match with
Jay and his Birth Mother shortly
before his birth in 2019. Jay has a
great sense of humor and brightens
any room he is in. Right now his
favorite things are dinosaurs and all
kinds of animals. He enjoys cooking
and the great outdoors, especially if
that means getting messy. He loves
digging in his sand box. When he is
not outside, he enjoys reading,
singing and dance parties. Jay is
mixed race (Black and White). We
celebrate all parts of his heritage
and have toys and books showing
his diverse backgrounds.

Jay's Birth
Family
We have a close relationship with
Jay's birth family. We have pictures
and picture books of his birth family,
so he knows many of family members
by name. We send regular photos
and videos with Jay's Birth Mom and
have been fortunate to have several
in person visits. We also have a close
relationship with Jays Birth Siblings,
who we also exchange photos and
videos, and we have also had in
person visits.

Our Home &
Community
It takes a village to raise a family,
and we are so excited to have found
our village in beautiful St. Louis,
Missouri. We live on a picturesque
tree lined street in a 4-bedroom 3bath home. We have a great
intergenerational neighborhood,
with many kids for Jay to play with.
Jay also loves all of the retirees on
our block and he can frequently be
found following them around as he
helps them in the garden. Jay's
favorite place is our back yard,
complete with swing, sand box,
water table, bikes, and even
chickens. Outside of our street, we
are fortunate to live close to Alan's
extended family, so we have lots of
help from Alan's Parent's, Aunts,
Uncles, and Cousins. St. Louis is
consistently listed as one of the best
places to raise a family because of
the awesome parks and the Zoo,
Museums, Arts and cultural events
as well as other fun family friendly
activities. We are members of the
Jewish community and we have
really appreciated the many services
for families. We enjoy celebrating
the holidays with our young families
in our community.

Our Family
Alan's family includes his parents,
two brothers, their wives, and our
five nieces & nephews. We see
each of his family members about
2-3 times a year, which include an
extended family vacation. Jay has
enjoyed playing with all of his
cousins.
Jaclyn's family includes her
mother, brother, and soon-to-be
sister in law. Jaclyn's family lives
in Houston. Jaclyn's Mom loves
being a grandma. She drives up
and spends weeks at a time with
us.
Both sides of the family are
excited and ready to welcome a
new member of the family!

A typical Day
On the weekends, we wake up
between 6 and 7, eat breakfast,
and get ready for the day. In the
morning we will do a fun activity.
We enjoy meeting friends at the
park, going on walks, or going to a
museum or the zoo. Then we will
come home eat lunch and nap. In
the afternoon, we will go to the
park or play in the backyard. Then
we cook and set the table for
dinner as a family. After dinner,
Jay has a bath, we read books,
and then Jay goes to bed. On
weekdays, Jay goes to school. Jay
loves his school. He's excited to see
his teachers in the morning and
gives them a big hug. In the
afternoon, Jay's grandparents pick
him up and play with him. Then we
start family meal time. On rainy or
cold days, we will do an arts and
crafts activity or bake. Family meal
time is a priority and we have
dinner together everyday.

Adventure
Awaits
As a family, we love to travel.
We are grateful for the
opportunity to learn about
different places and cultures. One
of our favorite things to do is to
try new foods and experiences. In
College, Alan backpacked
through Europe. As a young
couple, Alan and Jaclyn traveled
a lot, including to China, South
Africa, France, Turkey, and Peru.
With Jay, travel looks a little
different, but it is still lots of fun.
As a family, we have toured
Asheville, Charleston, Savannah,
and Myrtle Beach.

Thank you
Thank you for taking the time to get
to know us and the family we hope
to become.
While there is no such thing as a
perfect parent, know that we will
always strive to do the best we can
for you and your child. We promise
to provide a firm family foundation
and unconditional love and support.
We hope that you can see the love
and joy in our hearts and how that
translates to how we live our lives.
We would also like to get to know
you better. Together, we will plan
the level of contact that feels right
so that we can all find our place in
this unique relationship.
Wishing you well,
Alan and Jaclyn

